ctives on Generations of Indian Women
Shashi Deshpande's Roots and Shadows
: Amitabh Roy

Shashi Deshpande said to Geetha Gangadharan “...we
‘world which we should recognize as a place for all of
«. There are no superior and inferior, we are two halves of
I fully agree with Simone de Beuvoir that ‘the fact that we
much more important than our being men and women.”'
11 constitute a half of the species and the novelist shares a lot
nces in Indian society. It is natural, therefore, to find her
‘on the problems of women. All of Shashi Deshpande’s
rise a2 number of women characters who belong mostly to
class though they do not entirely exclude other classes. They
|,unmarried or widows and generally include three generations.
t and Shadows, we find women characters belonging to three
2 belongs to the first generation. Narmada, Sunanda, Kaki,
Kamala belong to the second while Indu, Mini, Lata, Geeta,
5 the third. Their stories are indicative of the challenges the
and the responses, varying according to their age and nature,

the younger sister of Indu’s grandfather represents the first

. Born in a traditional Brahmin family, she was married at twelve

past thirty. So at a tender age when she barely understood the
sex, she was subjected to the lust of a fully grown and uncaring

often violent sexual advances were unbearable to her and what

then is best expressed by the novelist:

e she tried to run away...a girl of thirteen. Her mother-in-

whipped her for that and lock her up for three days. Starved her as

And then, sent her back to her husband’s room. The child, they said,

and clung to her mother-in-law saying, “Lock me up again, lock

* But there was no escape from a husband then. *

could never give birth to a living child and her mother-in-law

er for every miscarriage and “made life hell for her”. It is but
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usual in those days for a rich man to have mistresses and Akka’s
had mistresses. After fifteen or twenty years of thels tarried life, her b
became specially fastened to a particulir inistress. e tried to giv
jewels to that woman. So, she had 1w deposit then in the custod
father, He could not bring that mistress haine as his mother wi
permit it and then after her death, he foared Akka's father,
attachment remuined.

I By twn persons who knew her beteer. Old uncle says: 1
o gt Akk would go hetore me. She was only a few years older.
08 it o i horse " And Naramada (Atya) n-marks:"i’\s.]ongas she
S we never fele we had no parents. I didn't feel so orphaned
e Mather died. And because Akka was there, we were still young.

Fing oty orpha and ald.""

A e howdd of the fanily, she took decisions which did not please all.
W ok wnespected g family united only in “a readiness to revile
L isinderstand, to see the worst.”” She was realistic enough to
W ey tor the dowry and wedding expenses of Mini. But when
Wt il bin st year in college and approached Akka, she did not
L0 el s worth and said, “Why do you need a degree? Take up a
st carnig " I huree him but it was the best advice under the
WEees as permitting him a second chance to study would have
sheer wistage of time and money.
W harges her with partiality for boys—* Akka kept all her softness
B Bt the above incident suffices to refute the allegation. As a
B0 of Dt Sumitra, a mother of three daughters and no son,
Seenn the case. She had demanded owenty thousand for the dowry
dinphieer Lata bue Akka did not comply. She had refused with a
Sormene" What is wrong with you people? Your husband has been
4 pood salary all slong. Don't tell me you haven’t saved up enough
i dinghters” marriages! Expenses! Don't talk to me of expenses! If
Wl pent less on saris and paints for your face and lips and nails. . .you
W1 hve to ask others now.” " Harsh words indeed, but not removed
ity which demonstrace her dislike for the cunning parasites.

However, her life took a sudden turn when her husband, 1 hé
had a paralytic stroke which made T helpless and unable to 5
survived the stroke for about two years, Akka looked after hi
ideal and dutiful wife during the period despite all her tr
experiences. But that sudden wrn in her lite enabled her o g
esteem and confidence and provided an oppertumity to grab fre
assert herself. She treated her hushand Jndly and carefully bug
relent when he wanted to see his mistress. Sho told him adamantdys
to me. It my trn now. I have listened to yuou ln|1|,; el lullgh.
here. Twice. She wanted to see you, She cried and begged to be
see you just tor a short while. I threw her out. You'll never see he
Thus, Akka who was teeble, fragile and void earhier, mastered the
of domination. ;

After her husband’s death, Akka returny to her natal home.
childless widow. Despite her sex, she plays i nesw role, the role of a
in the family.As the men in the family were weak, dependent and in
and lagged far behind her in age, experience and above all, mo
became the prime force holding them together. As Indu redd
maintained “an absolute control over her brother’s children. K
after becoming a grandfather, could be reduced 1o a red-faced st
schoolboy by Akka’s venomous tongue.”

“Venomous tongue™ that is how Indu finds it and there are @
the family to hold similar views, though not for the same re
they have in common is but the dislike for a person who dow
all. Akka had her strengths as well as weal and her domi
to be ¢valuated in the light of the ends it served, It is but i
dominated to be resentful of the person who donunates but
may not be detrimental to cheir interests all the tme, It was
hold together people with conflicting interests bur Akka was:
that with her strength and determination. Everybody feared

Beneath her sternness, there was something that made
her. For one thing, she was not selfish nor mean-minded or ing

W AL had traits that made her highly annoving to the young. As
she lived, Indu “though she was an interfering old woman.”"! She
“tuthless, dominating, bigoted and inconsiderate” to her. Not
i b mistook her for a“narrow minded” woman, “thinking only
WlF Mever of others.™? Naren does not attend the funeral of Akka,
¢ Akl did not like him and he o hated her,

f il they dislike so much in Akka? First of all, Akka was a staunch
Wl upholder of the caste norms. Naturally, she did not like her
L narriage with a woman wheo belonged to o different casee. Tt
e Akka char Indu’s mother had trapped “such a quiet boy” To
1. Akka’s words were “profanation and desecration™, to Indu
her parents’ love as “something sacred”

0 her superstitions, she refuses to get herself admitted to a
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lnabsence of any other explanation, we have to admit it. However, it
tnphied that Akka admired the strength she found in Indu despite
- illciences in education, awareness and social outlook. She realized that
wily a strong person like Indu could find the bese course for a family full
L Cmean and petey and trivial and despicable people”. Though her
Mlisession with caste remained to the end and she refused to get herself
Wliitted o a hospital on caste grounds, she showed her willingness to
Mk aii exception in case of Indu. She wanted to see Indu and her husband
W ian of u different caste) together and converse with them.* That
wesion shows Akka’s respect for the intelligence and determination of
ki T sum up, Akka ought to be viewed as a “cohesive force" and “a
{ i the family as Indu realizes at last,
- Ihe story of Akka reveals some remarkable facts about the condition
W lihian women in the 19th century. Child marriages were the norm in
days and girls were married before they artained puberty. Thus we
¥ Wlormed that Akka “grew up” six months after her marriage and
WL i her home, As their husbands were often much older and lustful,
frtiages subjected girls of tender ages to marital rape. Marriage to
I b iddes meant a trauma, a punishment. Akka spent every night in her
Wl howie crying and nobody cared to know why. Thar is why she tells
fore the latter’s consummation of marriage:" Now your punishment
I You have to pay for all those saris and Jewels”,®
+ the word 'punishment’ seems a euphemism if we consider the
B livolved. Rosalind Miles remarks: " Child marriage all too readily
selt as a sophisticated form of femal infanticide, for millions of
Il died from gynecologic damage or in childbirth every year. As
1921, the British Government Official Census of India recorded
U0 child brides had died during the previous twelve months, >
Bludes her remark with two proverbs—Early to marry and early
i the motto of Indian women’ and ‘The life of a wife is two

spital. She was worried about the kind of people llli‘ wuulj u;)
coﬁnct with. “God knows what caste the numlere, she uln r t
doctors, I couldn’t drink a drop of water }hfrl'." " S0 she was :ulmst]d__
her bigotry to the end of her life. Even for the sake n? .lllc ah? wout :
compromise with her belief, with her orthadoxy. That was natural
disgusting to the enlightened people like Naren and Indu. :

Caste is not the only obsession with Akkushe s a product Ofp':ltl'!.
She has assimilated the value system nl'purlmh}r and atrempts to ine
the same values in the family. Hersell s victim of the system .shc pcrie
the same to the extent she can. She belioves that young wirls ought
submissive, resteuint i speech and movement and .hr from .l“cmv:t
is why she is hard with the girls but her intention in it is to pr;:am d

for married life by turning them acceptable to the lfl.lic_.l € ;
everything ele secondary or even | tal, When Saroja wa
learn music, Akka put her foor down, She said: . ;
Whiat-—learn munie from o strnge man! Sieand sing in front of m;ngex
Like those women? Ave we that kind of o Gamily? bw'c e rm‘n\;;hh:r .
o sing one or two devotional songs, one of two l:ﬂl'li ! moR
does a girl from a descent Gamily need to know?" _ &
Her strict rules do not pernuit a young girl to wlk w A.bu\' i‘.rcely, Sn
Indu is detected talking to a boy in a lone corner of the college ._ _
Akka reprimands her, because “it’s bad enough being t.ullf.cd abal
When Indu defies her and marries Jayant who l.mlmw toa ?llf];:rm T
she disapproves of it the way she had her parents” marriage: E.m]c ' s
never work. Different castes, different languages... It 1s all righ
while.""”

Akka is but a villain in the eyes of the protagonist Indu.
surprised to receive a summons from Akka on the eve of t‘m- :rﬁ
left home full of hatred for the family and speciully for \kka,
sworn never to go back. Akka surprises her even more and ¢
treating her kindly when ac last she comes bn.ck {nﬂer twelve ye
Indu as well as the readers of the novel are intrigued most to fii
Akka has bequeathed all her money to nobody else than Indu, .
her and defied her all along. We wtmde!' why. Indu herselt
explanation of the riddle:" A family...it’s like any utht:r £ro
the strong and the weak. And the strong have to dominate the
inevitable, And Akka thought I was one of the serong ones, Th
put the burden on me. ... have to carry the burden.And (o
to be hard. 1€ I'm soft, I'll just cave in"""

I arriages have not altogether disappeared. The practice of
s before puberty still continues in certain parts of India. That
and believed to be sanctioned by religion. But that was not
India. There are hymns in the Rigveda which indicate thar
WA sexes married at an age when they were able to choose
8 4l to shoulder the responsibilities of the household and the
took place immediately after the marriage. *Vashistha and
b in their codes permit the marriage of the girls three years
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b b hadd o ’
1 il o objection to her son's extra-marital affairs as long as the

® ““_:II;'IN;INIQN ol the Immc_. That shows two things. First, the society
; s two standards of morality. As for wife, she had no say 1
i vital tor her lite and healeh. As for husband, he could force his 1 ‘:;
hiv wile and take some other women if he fele dissatisfied. S w:i
|.,.. 1isy reigned supreme in the society as there was no ob';:' ;C““ >
Wi nstress, only admitting her in' the home mattered. S5t .
Ihe second generation of women in the novel comprises th
phiers of Akka’s elder brother and the wives of his four sons. Tl s “'“’
IEaninor characters in the novel and do not have a4 prominent r.ol 1::\ "hr:
y Uowever, they represent majority of the women of theirL -lnt
bior cducated nor very intelligent, bound to all that radition i .gf_d
eined and living the life of ordinary mortals. i
W aca (Acva), the eldest child of Akka's elder brother, was married
e uulm_:.::t: d.k custon of the times. Fortunately, htrlhus.bana:;r\l:m
;.]u .‘I”“_L_I.[..; & 8o h?r- married Ii{c was not a punishment as Akka
R {\I\ ¢ »:.r‘}:ho t\‘vas ill-treated after the death of her husband and
we, o1 of - 3 1 ] .
j s htr -:Ir‘lmrt::f:;;-hcr home. She is childless, past sixty and
I snce t:'olllillg back, she has worked from morning to night
Ny cxpecting nothing, She does the household work and yet tiii
s b 7| conf et o I 0 pive a hungry child something o eat, soothe a cryi i, on
_such behaviour is reminiscent & the logic of those w 0t drritable young mother of h T Fatign e
ragging because they 0o have suffered at the hands of their set binies cause headache to h i gt gy
be, Akka’s mother-in-law deemed it quite normal as she too had e lndu and her cousi i l'mt oo .
similarly. But over and above all, Akka’s mother-in-law was the ot them mixed up ¥ L[ISI: . fﬁt sl o e
patriarchy, a systeim that taught women that whatever the circumst I S0 even -nﬁc[:: W: b e
wifie's sole duty, nay, even the justification of her very existence @ f Mays to '““:"d ﬂ:' c':ldfudu Mini (> ) she b i o
in serving the sexual needs of her husband and to assure the conf W scrubs her with st el e
his line by bearing children. She had no choice in respect e “her ricuals, b e
reproduction. She could not control her body as INAITIAZE TUTIE ¥ ife of m\s:dwr '{‘um o h_‘“' i gl 2 5 et
a property of her husband. Besides the social convention, religions ol “uhllww 0\: i S_he st a Ty e
too is easily available to the Tustful husband. Thus, the Hrilug al by h‘c l‘.M)I: y gt e s Apuera
e o ool el SpEe R A b '. T, a8 s. ¢ 15 not a shaven widow. She could have become
o, peenic < ond o bt L e the stout resistance of her brother Anane, ™'
Il tishioned and believes that women ought to circumambulate

anil n_h-vnred!y in front of it with folded hands and closed cyes
Catery and long life of their husbands. Even her widowhn‘od

jen her faich. She h : Sl 2
B he holds that a wafe 1s fortunate if she does not

' puberty.® Gautama ordained that a girl was free to cho
spouse three mionths after attaining puberty.” Sushruta, one of the
suthorities of Indian medicine, opined that people of both sexes oug
abstain from marrying until they attain perfect growth which hap |
25 in case of the male and at 16 in case of the female.® 1t was nuch
{a few centuries before Christ) that the codes of Parashar, Samva
Brihadyama threatened the parents with sin if they failed to get .
daughters married between # and 10.7 The other thing notable
swory of Akka is the attitude of her mother-in-law: .. twice she 2
run away...a girl of thireen. Her mother-in-law .. whipped her
and locked her up for three days Starved her as well. And then,
back to her husband’s room. The child. ,.cried and calling to her m
in-law saying, " Lock me up agai lock me up.’ But there was 1o
from a husband then™

Then, Akka became pregnant even before she was out of her
Her immature, undeveloped body failed to give birth to a living
She had miscarriages and her mother-in-law “blamed her for it
life hell for her."* That is surprising and painful 1o learn. Her mo
L as o Worman was expected to lend a sympathetic ear (o her, to
solace to her but she ill-treats her. We wonder why. Some schola
her mother-in-law had wpurned her expression of aggression i
that is, towards her daughrer-in-law" 1 confess, that 1s not 5o ck

sexual intercourse.™

Then, we come to the third point. When Akka had been
more than fifteen or twenty years, her husband took a mistre
have brought her home but for fear of his mother. That is,A
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Her conservatism is best expressed in the shock she had at the tho ] : ” A

. " Lo . ' " Yol neichey assert, i F o,

i hcfnephcw Sharad goiny I."m the hutcll husmess,_ Tol her, there a i ez fl(lf.duluud or proclaim", So, ildopting herself
very tew respectable careers. The law, teaching, working in a governime e Ances and environmen, b Pl ”

office, and what to her are the new fangled ones,..medicine | i unserupyloyyg e nmng, greedy,

engineering" " Though her nephew qualifies for none of these, she
not like any other career for him. Eventually though, Indu’s wisdom prs v
and Sharad prospers in the hotel business, i
Inicially, she opposes inter-caste marriages but experience teaches
to give up her rigid atticude. This is because she cannot shun dear ¢
When her brother Govind married a woman of a different caste, th
not like it like the rest of the family. But her utmost concern is
tradition, but the happiness of her brother. So later she remarks:
difference did it make? She could have made him happy."* The den
Govind’s wife proves a catalyst for her thought. Had her sister-in
lived longer, her intelligent brother would not have become a wang
Indu too like her father marries incer-caste later. Atya is at the time n
prepared to ignore the caste if it brings happiness to Indu, i
Her softness for Akka is irritating to Indu who is ignorant of
things. Akka was kind to her and permicted her to sleep in her roony
feels "both orphaned and old” afier the death of Akka and reng
Akka's services to the family.* At last, she succeeds in removing
hostility toward the dead woman by telling her Akka's story,*
After Akka, Atya belongs to the trio who have bee
anachronisms” as they are “struggling to survive in increasingly
environment,” who are “struggling to keep the fabric of the
She has something in common with old uncle and Kaka;: A
sense of ‘yours’ and ‘mine’.* She is characterized by her "
affection.”” And were one to divide people into two cat
giver and the taker, one must place her among the giver, as
The idea of selling the parental home to 4 promoter
build a hotel on the site seems horrible to her. Its des
dissolurion of the united family which provides security to
like her. Eventually, the house was sold to Shmkan.ppl
undone. She takes her to her house where she is unhappy at
adjusts herself in the new place. :
Narmada’s youngest sister Sunanda is diametrically
She is cunning and manipulative. With pallid, slightly,
got married to the first man who proposed to her at the
She was called lucky for that, she was taught early that

b vonounce her husband’s ne: g+ is .
e youe hushand life", I Resiakoin dm’Pt‘“v---T"W =,

S is "ot modern like [y, as she

el herself confesses, Her oue-

aled in her unplanped motherhood. Hep husbandVing k
v
and no earning and yer she

not “something you should
ave them .1 T, makes her“pure,

il ].|.||J“:phllut.\"0l.i should juse
Pl as the novelist purs j.

looks helpless and teeble, she is ahead of oghery in looking

W ilterests of herself angd her child, i

R e of hen ¢ ren. Even in the crowd

b O casion of M_mxs Marriage, she coyld Mmanage “mapgre. "; i
YW tor all of then; for ber and her childyey 5 i

gl she

Fbolical anger ;, Indy, >
8 view, she accuses Kaki (Ananes wife)
sed for her son, Kris
her lase befre Kris,
bt o “oncoction of the greedy Supgy,
ited a single silyer twmbler o Krigh,
il by 01 or nothing,
IBONY sou after 5

of depriving her of
hna As 4 matter of
hna’s birtly ang the
da. Kaki rejected her
1a on his naming day,
she presented the sane to Sharad

ETistic o ET Cri LY iature ler Lo exera T Mo
1 raf ure s | Al mpr L8 Y
it L i e, e
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for her irresponsible husband and twiclc 5.$,C. E:I:d scn.:l
needs some capital to get into partnership with a ?1:1elsFman:
Wallts money to start a tepairing shop. Akk;{ was intel lg:he :
recognize their worth and Indu too does 20: fail to evaluate
Needless, she pays no heed to Sunanda, _

The characters of Narmada and Stmm:.{a illustrate rw;:sp e
family system. On the positive side, it provides rr:i.ug[c m; e
unfortunate like childless widows anfi old pecpl e Ita :'kfs sk
care to young ones. On the negative, it _breeds pm.ﬂt.t;sb i ; . . . i | |
Vasant who need not bother about the oty s e dndulges in platitudes ang maintains o 550\‘_’ of urbanity, f?Ur shc_ is

it as they find it easy to PO Othess, ¥ liberal in money matters. Her husbang Paid taxes for his family
wppon-‘ : Kamala—che wives of Anant, Madhav B Lt voar but Ay dares not ask higy again lest Sumiery “eat(s) him

e e ho belong to the same grbiernlon ' Her son Sunil, 5 third class B.Sc. failed to exrace money from
- tﬂ?c i m?mn w“ e e h ud Wi e beary 5 grudge againse her for that. Then her atempe to gep
traditional type o “'“I'“; R the marriage of her only da It O tventy thousand for dowry 100 fails and ends the negotiations
- mf:‘)mc’ Sharad. As soon as tha is done, she BN artiage, She misrepresens hrrindept'ndun( minded boy doing
. "hc f”“““‘: : “l:" and Badri und what not " - -\I.u|-|grmmr.unncccss-urﬂ}‘ rebuked by Ak, iy, case of Lata,
5 r:dgrlulukt o b ture. She takes to task Sumitra *the fuce thae negotiations broke off becayse of the dowry and

Sl:‘c 12 f[:‘:”;"ﬁ:;n:’: ::;" ni‘ka" death and foe Sociiing§ BRI have refused the Proposal as the groomy Bamily was no thae
r fa for .
:::‘:hi{:tccuthsday, She is disgusted with Sunanda’s Lhargc o:;u -
vessels and resents frequent questions about the income fioy

Heat and ended up as Director of Medieal Services, He
W onking Civil Se
Mot the time, She i
i1

t husband s
vant. She is convene educated, speaks English
proud of her privileged position iy the saciety
Vdifferent, superior and exclusive” Jif even in the joine family, &
vlers to her hushand 1 ‘the saheb o) the time © Sha carefully
Bl inixing her awn clothes with these of others and washes every
111 the house when 4 Buest leaves, It jg harrible for her ¢ use public

Wt deems it nec cswary to tell one and g that she travels first class
bt Lathr,

Ve Bind thar education has given her little positive. She is vain,
mangoes, She does not hesitate to complain to Indu againse Bt hypocritical, She talks aboue things like “dignity of labeoyy'

ko home. % i B Dardly, pr.‘u:tir.‘rﬁ_. !‘fosprrir‘y has not made her Senerous. Dowry

iy he has doubrs if Indu will agree to pay for Mini _ B Cxpenses on Minis wedding appear sheer Wastage to her, hye

e 1:1!1211)'. 5{; . ﬁther half-heartedly the idea of Mini’s : b Ly PERE ever more for the wedding of her daughter, had
v She entertain: = .

itded. She spends 4 lot on dress ang Cosmetics, a fact Akk,
Wl Foseaned, As 4 mitter of fact, she TEPTESENts 4 section of the
I Wotnen who aré neither telligent, oy honest and devoid of
S values,
e wifs of Vinayak, has three daughrers, H,
A0r i g sl town. She is nop gy reserve

Akka and spend the money on the nurritgc ‘insbczd of naing
family house. She dreams of 4 small house; erh:wsam.l]
cook on. Shining pots and pans lined on sbelw‘a.

Why is she least concerned about the family hmi
into this house, my lor has been work.. work, and vet more
as we are here, there'll always be parasites. People come & .
they have a right over this house....And wl"m has to foot the
Us...None of them ever share the work."* That reads
the joint family system. All trying to reap the be
contributing to maintain it has assured its d.eath,'r.h
calling the three who wanted ro keep the joint family

Sumitra, the wife of Madhav, is the daughter of 1

r hushand s
d as Sumiera and
¥ However, she i unhappy abour the fact that she has only
Fhile her husband is proud of hig “bouncing, healthy gir
icerned abour their iartiyge which reguires mouey. She
Bushand e ideq thae Anang had “to flacter and fawn" to
Ming wedding, Bitterly she remarks: “ Akka kepe all her
& Handly accurate A8 staement of face, iy i indicative of
T imisfortune to haye daughrers
il burden to oheps

LIt of all, she deerms it he
y she Wiy to slyift her fin
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B iian he is. Once we are narried, and he becomes my husband, norie

The third generation of women in the novel comprises Indi
il 1w will mareer.”™

Lata and Geeta. As the last two are but names in story, we have t
only the first two. Mini as we have noticed earhier is the daughter 8
while Indu is the daughter of Govind. None of the cousins is b
That is the only similarity they share, They differ in intellect, &€
and temperament. B
Tradition brings up girls with an oppressive sexist bias. e te
things to them from the very beginning. First of them is that g
birds of passage and they have to leave their parental hom
marriage. The second lesson they learn is that they have to becd
housekeepers in order to become eligible as suirable brides and 1
wives. As Mini says to Indu:
_ever since we were small, we were told.. .you'll be going away @
o your own home. They said to you and me, never to Henuant or
or Sharaad or Sunil.”
So she seriously believes that she has to marry someh
home as the parental home is not her, Adhering to the lessons &
has also acquired the capability (0 look after 4 house as she

Ihere is the other consideration too. The entire process of marriage
siation s tiring and taxing to the patience of both the guardians and
piospective bride. The guardians have to seek grooms and to send the
o ope and wait, I it does not match and is returned, they are
pointed. IF it matches, they come to interview the girl. They ask
Jin observe her gait, dress, speech, manners, etc. Sometimes,someone
Wi the Lamily wants to see the girl and they have to arrange the meeting
Semetimes the girl is rejected as not enough and sometimes too
table, sometimes she is found too short or too tall. When it happens
b winil again. it is but natural for the girl o feel humiliated, to think she
winnitted a great crime by being born a girl. So, she wishes to get
i o the earliest in order to save her parents from the agony. As Mini
0 Ly “And finally, if everything was fine, there was the dowry...And
when someone has agreed, can 1 refuse and make Kaka liuuugh all
PRl over again?' ™
fini's marriage like most of the marriages in the country is arranged.
b it riages are not based on love and far from romantic. They are
Bosedd on cold calculations and expediency. So Indu remarks :Behind
. wle of romanticism, sentiment and tradition, what was marriage
buit two people brought together after cold-calculated bargaining
imate apd reproduce so that the generations might continue 27
it the protagonist of the novel who discovers through experience
Bt (a5 & woman and a writer) and shadows (as a daughter and a
1al journalist). [utelﬁgeﬁt and educated, she is devoid of
« and questions traditional behaviour. For example, she does
lieve that circumambulating the tulsi and praying for longevity
o the life of a woman's husband or pronouncing his name shortens
__\]u\: to frighten the women. To keep them in their places.™™
\uiestions the established norms and refuses to become a replica of
v woman around her. To put it in her own words:
(i, they had told me that | must be obedient and unc
il they had wold me 1 must be meek and mhmissive.\'lfhy? 1 h:
e ause you are a fermale, You must accept everything, even defear
frace because you are 1 girl, they had said. It is the only way they
 lermale to live and survive..." | had Liughed at them. and sworn
| siever pretend to be what 1 was not. ™

There's only one thing I'm really good at.. Jooking afier a house
As for her education, she admits her failure frankly: “Ia
studies, 1 never was. | went o school because—1 had to.
college, because Akka said [ must go. Boys prefer graduates tl
said, so | went. But | failed and it was a reliet to give it up.
shortcoming that makes her dependent and non-chooser.
She is well aware of the groom Akka has chosen for her.
features and crude mannerisms”, his failure to pass through §
his ugliness are no secret (0 her.™ She knows that her guardi
pay a dowry of rupees ten chousand for the miarriage.” But ay
belongs to the same community and owns a lot of proj
consented to the marriage proposal, the sensible and p
it pointless to bother about the disqualificaions of the brid
her it was marriage that matrered, not the man.” She thi )
her destiny” by getting married.”

Mini is realist and her thinking i based on practical o
She is past twenty-four. If girls cemain unmareied at such agey)
questions and even pity them. She is tired of such intes o
will give her a husband to look affer her and put an end to th

That is no mean relief to her. That is why she says:” don't ¢

1 worman Indu disparages traditional marriages as they are not




The Posteolomal Woman Question Ferspectves on Leneration of INAJN Women bt

v puined something else in return. [ no longer fight my need of him.
g not ashamed of it. | know it does not make me less of a human
by, """

based on compatibility but religion, custe, con pnunity and dowry)
and Teave “human emotions”™.” Women married that way and devy
to their husbands are but an enigma to her, She wonders if theyd
“martyrs, heroines, or just stupid fools™."! As a mark of protest ag
the tradition, she marries outside her caste and leaves the house @
father’s family. ;

Her married life begins with love, but does not sail smoothly.
are problems in her career of journalism and there arc problems i
conjugal life. Part of these problems is caused by others while
them is the product of her faule. For the sake of her husband Ja
wants to maintain a high standard of living and needs money
purpose, she has to compromise and "Write the kind of things
acceptable, popular and easily sold” She is disgusted with farten
dishonesty but Jayant comes in her way."" Problems of her conjig
are far deeper and agonizing. As Jayant iy shocked to find passion §
she is compelled to pretend passiveness, to deny her womanhog

Akka has placed her in somewhat peculiar condition by leaving all
money to her. She has remained so hostile to Akka for a long time
Wil despises the family as "mean and despicable.” Under the
Ainistances, she can use that money to enrich herself or give it to
fungers. Hatred suggests both of these courses to her but her mind
itually leads her to decide otherwise. She feels bound by an obligation
1o tultil that she must be hard.™ So she takes decisions which are not
pleasant to her kith and kin but in practice benefir them. She decides
jay tor the wedding of Mini and the family house is sold o a promater.
money obtained from the sale is distributed in a way that enables all
v sinall houses of their own. Sharad prospers in his hotel business,
,the childless widow comes to live with Indu and Jayant and adjuses
Il well in course of time. Though nobody favoured the idea of
Biling money for an outsider like Vithal, Indu recognizes his merit
IVithuil 1s “one of the first to benefit from Akka's rust™. ™
Al above analysis reveals certain facts about the social progress. We
A recognise that resistance to change is generally strong. Women of
4 vond generation are as conservative and superstitious as Akka. At
W tine, even the most conservative are compelled to concede to
Wuands of the age. Thus, Akka cannot shut her eyes to the necessity
iy the girks of the family to college as boys want to marry graduate
wind belonging to the second generation marries inter-caste
il his daughter does likewise. Sumitra is convent-educated and
il her ‘culture’. By the third generation we find that adult marriages
placed child marriages and the girls are striving to assert their
L aid confronting the problems of their sexuality. Love marriages
e caste marriages are leading them a step ahead but they are
wing them before new challenges of adjustment with male
o and assertion of their own identity. The novel also shows that
i swed not blame men for all problems as at least some of them
their own silence, deception and self-denial,

thereby experience loss of self-esteem.™
It is at this critical juncrure of life that she is summoned by Ak
returns to her natal house after more than a decade, Akka dies SO
meeting her and leaves her property 1o lindu, Indu has now to res it
own problems as well as to fulfil her obligations toward the
Eventually she succeeds in both respeces, Her meeting with Nateit
4 catalyst to her to a large extent. Naren is ¢ harsh erine of her
who exposes the hollowness of her writings mercilessly, That b
make up her mind about her literary career. Then, Indu hay
marical affair with Naren, It proves but an episode in her lite
passes away soon. But the affair makes her conscious of the fid
wornan need not be ashamed of her sexuality or hide it. She real
mistake in trying to do, speak. dress and behave the way it ple
amounts to a denial of her own identity which is neither ples
honourable.™ i
Once she realizes that it is no use hiding her own teelin
ashamed of them, she gains the courage to tell Jayant that shﬁ
resign from her job and start the kind of writing she always W
That is, she will not write what is accepable, popular il
what comes out of her inner self " Then, she reveals hep
weaknesses to her husband and the result is positive "
according to her own admission:* There is an vase in our
was not there hefore. If my feelings have cooled down 1o
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